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Author, CEO will give MLK keynote speech
Across Campus
Mitchell named new head 
football coach
Former Laker defensive coordi-
nator Matt Mitchell was named 
the new Grand Valley head foot-
ball coach during a news confer-
ence January 5 in the Laker Turf 
Building.
Mitchell replaces Chuck Martin, 
who was named defensive backs 
coach at the University of Notre 
Dame. Mitchell, 35, has coached 
at Grand Valley for six years. His 
defensive team finished the 2009 
season ranked first in the GLIAC 
in scoring defense (17.7 points 
per game), sacks (48) and inter-
ceptions (21).
Tim Selgo, director of athletics, 
said after interviewing other 
candidates there “was no doubt 
in my mind that Matt Mitchell will be a great fit 
for Grand Valley.” He cited Mitchell’s success 
in building a solid defensive 
unit and his ability to recruit 
good student-athletes.
Mitchell, who had been an 
assistant coach at Wartburg 
(Iowa) College before com-
ing to Grand Valley, said he’s 
excited to take over as head 
coach of a storied football 
program.
“I understand the tradi-
tion of Grand Valley foot-
ball and I often say to our 
team, ‘We’re standing on 
the shoulders of giants.’” 
he said. “I’m aware that 
high achievement comes 
within the framework of 
high expectations, and we’re 
going to expect great things 
to happen again this season.”
Mitchell is the seventh head football coach in 
Grand Valley’s history. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in biology and secondary education 
from Cornell College in Iowa.
Wilson fellowship targets 
STEM teachers
President Barack Obama announced on January 
6 that Grand Valley is one of six Michigan uni-
versities chosen to participate in a fellowship 
program aimed at increasing science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math (STEM) teachers in 
Michigan’s high-need secondary schools.
Obama made the announcement as part of a 
White House event celebrating his Educate to 
Innovate Campaign.
The fellowships are funded by the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson Michigan 
Teaching Fellowship program.
The founder of a multimillion dollar 
information technology consulting firm will  
highlight Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
celebrations at Grand Valley.
Randal D. Pinkett, founder, chair and CEO 
of BCT Partners in New Jersey, will give the 
keynote address on Monday, January 18, at 
the Fieldhouse Arena on GVSU’s Allendale 
Campus. The author of Campus CEO: The 
Student Entrepreneur’s Guide to Launching 
a Multimillion Dollar Business, Pinkett’s 
address centers on “Wealth to Revitalize.”
His speech will start at 2:15 p.m., following a 
campus-wide silent march that will begin at 
Zumberge Library at 1:45 p.m. Grand Valley’s 
gospel choir, Voices of GVSU, will also perform.
Pinkett holds five degrees and is the only 
African American to 
be named a Rhodes 
Scholar at Rutgers 
University. He also 
earned a master’s 
degree in computer 
science from the 
University of Oxford, 
and a master’s 
degree in electrical 
engineering, an 
MBA and doctoral 
degree, all from 
the Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology.
The versatile Pinkett is also a past winner of 
NBC’s reality TV show “The Apprentice with 
Donald Trump.” He has received numerous 
awards, including the Entrepreneur of the 
Year Award from the National Society of Black 
Engineers and the National Urban League 
Business Excellence Award. He also wrote No 
Money Down CEO: How to Start Your Dream 
Business; a book he co-wrote, Black Faces in 
White Places, will be released this year.
New to the campus community this year 
will be two complimentary university-
wide breakfasts for students, faculty and 
staff members to celebrate MLK Day. 
Continental breakfasts will be served 
from  8:45-10 a.m. on January 18 in the 
Kirkhof Center’s Grand River Room and 
Loosemore Auditorium in the DeVos 
Center. A short program is planned at 9:15 
a.m. in the Kirkhof Center, which will be 
Webcast to the DeVos Center audience.
Jeanne Arnold, vice president for 
Inclusion and Equity, said the community 
breakfasts are the start of changes to 
come to expand the celebration of King’s 
legacy. “Future celebrations will include 
programming with a strong academic 
component, community service and 
awards to those whose actions exemplify 
Dr. King’s visions and values,” she said.
continues on page 2
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Daniel Matthews, 
Charter Schools Field 
Representative
Dan Matthews graduated from Grand Valley 
more than 30 years ago and has returned 
to the university as a field representative 
for the Charter Schools Office.  
Originally from Comstock Park, Matthews 
came to Grand Valley in 1972 for a degree 
in education. He then went on to earn two 
master’s degrees from Grand Valley in 
1980 and 1984, with specialties in teaching 
reading and languages arts, and emotional 
impairment and learning disabilities. 
Before starting at Grand Valley, Matthews held 
many positions in the Northview Public Schools 
district for 34 years, including as a special 
education teacher, special education consultant 
and a vice principal of the high school. 
“I taught in every building and at every level 
in the district, but being a vice principal was 
my favorite thing I’ve ever done because I 
met and formed relationships with so many 
students and their parents,” Matthews said.  
As a field representative, Matthews’ primary 
responsibility is 
monitoring the eight 
charter schools and 
academies Grand 
Valley authorizes. 
He said he’s very 
impressed with the 
university’s growth 
and how it has become 
such a dynamic 
and exciting place. 
“Upon returning 
to Grand Valley, I 
have discovered how much I can still learn 
and grow professionally,” said Matthews. 
“It’s important to be a lifelong learner.”
His experience and devotion to education 
has earned him many awards. In 2004 
he was named the Michigan High School 
Vice Principal of the Year; in 2005 he was 
named the National Vice Principal of the 
Year and that year earned a Distinguished 
Alumni Award from Grand Valley.
Matthews enjoys taking biking trips and  
spending time with his family and six  
grandchildren.  
GVFaces
Grand Valley will be able to select up to 20 fellows, who will each receive 
a $30,000 stipend, admission to a specialized Grand Valley-created mas-
ter’s program, and preparation in a high-need urban or rural secondary 
school in exchange for a three-year teaching commitment.
“The W.K, Kellogg Foundation and the Woodrow Wilson Foundation 
are to be congratulated for the creative and necessary program being 
launched in Michigan,” said President Thomas J. Haas. “Grand Valley’s 
inclusion in this program acknowledges our high academic standards 
and commitment to teaching. Education is the key to our state’s eco-
nomic future, with math, science, and engineering leading the way. This 
announcement could not have come at a better time.”
Haas joined Governor Jennifer Granholm for an event January 7 in 
Lansing, celebrating what the expansion of the program to attract STEM 
teachers means to Michigan.
New strategic plan offers  
vision for future
Grand Valley is looking toward a bright future with its new strategic 
plan. The plan, which covers the years 2010-15, is for Grand Valley to 
become recognized as one of the nation’s premiere Carnegie classification 
“Master’s Large” institutions of higher education grounded in the tradi-
tion of liberal education. 
“A great deal of collaboration and insight went into this plan, which will 
chart our course for the next five years,” said President Thomas J. Haas. 
“This plan is designed as a roadmap for improving every aspect of Grand 
Valley’s performance as we continue to mature as an institution.”
The Strategic Plan is built around seven values that define Grand Valley: 
effective teaching, liberal education, scholarship, service, inclusiveness, 
community and sustainability. Those values provide the foundation for 
the university’s mission to educate students to shape their lives, their pro-
fessions and their societies.
“Grand Valley will continue to focus on the promotion of high quality 
undergraduate and graduate programs,” said Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Gayle R. Davis. “In addition, our innovative partner-
ships and initiatives will continue to promote the intellectual, social and 
environmental advancement of our region and our world.”
The new plan is the result of a process that began in 2007 and involved 
a committee composed of representatives from across the university. 
The plan was endorsed by the University Academic Senate and the 
Administrative/Professional Committee and approved by the Board of 
Trustees in October. It can be viewed online at www.gvsu.edu/strategic-
planning .
Appointments can be made  
for ‘Know your Numbers’
Grand Valley is again sponsoring the “Know 
Your Numbers” clinical health risk assess-
ment for all benefit eligible faculty and staff 
members. The free, 10-minute assessment 
tests for six key health factors: systolic blood 
pressure, diastolic blood pressure, LDL cho-
lesterol, glucose, triglycerides and smoking. 
Lindsey Des Armo, health and wellness 
coordinator, said, “The great thing about this 
assessment is that it focuses on providing 
detailed potential health risks and recom-
mendations on next steps for participants to 
review with their own health care profes-
sional.” 
Autumn DeRoo is a media services technician for Pew Campus 
Operations. She read about the program last year on the Health and 
Wellness Web site and decided to participate. “It’s so convenient because 
all I had to do was take a quick break and go to where it’s located on cam-
pus,” said DeRoo. “It didn’t take any time away from work and normally 
when I visit my physician I don’t get those kind of tests done.”
continued from page 1
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Noon workshop looks 
at food addictions
Health and Wellness will sponsor a noon  
workshop that focuses on how to better  
understand the emotional and physical 
aspects of food addictions.
“Break Your Food Addictions” is set for 
Wednesday, January 13, in the DeVos Center, 
room 303C; and Thursday, January 14,  
in the Kirkhof Center, room 1104. Both 
sessions start at noon and will be presented 
by Sue Sloop and Lindsey Des Armo.
Register for either workshop online at  
www.gvsu.edu/seminar .
Exhibit to feature Native 
American pottery
Grand Valley’s Art Gallery and an anthropology 
class have collaborated on a Native American 
exhibit featuring pottery making by Pueblo 
Indians in the American Southwest.
An exhibition at the Art Gallery will feature 
distinctive ceramics from several pueblos, 
collected in the late 19th through the mid-
20th century, including works by Maria 
Martinez, one of the most famous Native 
American potters of the 20th century. 
“Enduring Traditions: History and Meaning in 
Southwest Pueblo Indian Pottery, Selections 
from the Public Museum, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan,” will have an opening reception 
on Thursday, January 14, at 5 p.m. The 
exhibition, which will run through Friday, 
March 19, and reception are free and open to 
the public. The GVSU Art Gallery is located in 
the Performing Arts Center on the Allendale 
Campus. For more information, call x12563. 
On exhibit will be more than 35 ceramic 
vessels belonging to 10 different pueblos from 
the Native American Southwest, spanning 
from 1890-2000. Many of these are on loan 
from the permanent collection of the Public 
Museum, Grand Rapids. Additional pieces 
are from Grand Valley’s collection and loaned 
items from a private collection. Students 
in Professor Janet Brashler’s anthropology 
class assisted the Art Gallery by researching 
and writing the exhibition narrative. 
“Students were each given a pottery vessel 
to research,” said Brashler. “They wrote a 
research paper about the tribe from which the 
pot originated, and then wrote a description of 
the pot for the exhibition. Their contributions 
are significant, and it connected them to the 
material culture of Native North America in 
a different way than simply book learning.”
Health conference to 
examine interprofessional 
education
Grand Valley is among the sponsors of a free  
one-day conference focusing on strategies 
for interprofessional education among 
West Michigan health care providers 
and educational institutions.
“Translating Interprofessional Education 
Principles into Practice” is scheduled for 
Friday, January 15, from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at 
Loosemore Auditorium of the DeVos Center. 
The conference is sponsored by Grand 
Valley, Grand Rapids Medical Education 
and Research Center, and Michigan State 
University College of Human Medicine.
Three national lecturers are scheduled: Joan 
Weiss, director of the Health Resources 
and Services Administration; Ivy Oandasan, 
assistant professor of family and community 
medicine at the University of Toronto; and 
Robert A. DeGraaff, director of the graduate 
program in health services management at the 
University of Missouri School of Medicine. 
Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for health at 
Grand Valley, said participants will discuss 
designing innovative interprofessional 
educational initiatives, fostering effective 
teamwork in health care organizations, 
and developing a strong West Michigan 
interprofessional student community.
Continuing education credits are available 
to some participants. For information about 
the conference, call Brenda Pawl at x15960.
Weight Watchers 
begins new sessions
New Weight Watchers at Work sessions 
will begin on February 2. Classes are 
open to faculty and staff members, their 
spouses and household members.
A 17-week session will be held on the Allendale 
Campus in the Kirkhof Center; a 12-week 
session will be held at the DeVos Center for 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus participants.
Register for either session by January 
29 by sending an e-mail to Lindsey Des 
Armo at desarmli@gvsu.edu , or call 
x12215. Health and Wellness will offer 
a $50 incentive for participation.
What’s Ahead
Pictured are two pottery bowls included in the 
Enduring Traditions exhibit, which runs through 
March 19 at the Art Gallery.
Evaluation sites will be held in Allendale, 
DeVos Center, Cook-DeVos Center for Health 
Sciences, Holland, Muskegon and Traverse 
City. Participation is free and all results are kept 
confidential. Visit the Web site www.gvsu.edu/
healthwellness for dates and times.
DeRoo said that although the tests results 
were positive and she was healthy, she is still 
planning on doing it again this year. “It’s nice 
to have the information, plus they send you a 
packet with your results and it’s in layman’s 
terms with advice on how to maintain good 
cholesterol and blood pressure levels,” she said.
Public Safety issues  
closing policy
The Department of Public Safety has released 
the university policy for closing during bad 
weather.
The following criteria are used: ability of the 
university’s road crews to keep campus roads 
and parking lots cleared; conditions of pri-
mary and secondary roads in the area; weather 
reports and other conditions.
When an announcement is made that Grand 
Valley is closed, only essential employees are 
to report to work. Designated personnel in the 
following departments are considered essential: 
Public Safety Services, Facilities Services, Food 
Service, Housing, Information Technology, 
Library, WGVU, Fieldhouse Management, Pew 
Campus Operations, and Pew Campus Security.
Normally the Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
will close only when the Allendale Campus 
is closed. A decision to close the Meijer 
Holland Campus will be made considering 
local weather conditions in the immediate 
Holland area. When Muskegon Community 
College is closed, GVSU’s Stevenson Center 
for Higher Education, MAREC, and the Lake 
Michigan Center will be closed. When the 
main Northwestern Michigan College campus 
in Traverse City is closed, GVSU’s University 
Center will also close. 
Students, faculty and staff members should 
assume the university is open unless they hear 
otherwise via radio or television announce-
ments, or have been notified via the university’s 
Emergency Notification System. To sign up for 
text messages regarding university closings, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/emergencycontact .
For detailed updates on campus conditions 
and area roads, tune to WGVU-FM 88.5 and 
WGVU-AM 1480. Closings will also be posted 
online at www.gvsu.edu .
More information, including overnight parking 
policies, are online at www.gvsu.edu/public-
safety, click on “Emergency Preparation” then 
“Winter Closing Procedure.”
Across Campus
continued from page 2
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General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Through March 19
Gallery Hours: Enduring Traditions: History 
and Meaning in Southwest Pueblo Indian 
Pottery. Art Gallery, PAC.
Mon., jan. 11
11 a.m.: Health and Wellness hosts informa-
tion tables. University Club Room, DEV. 
Call x12215 for more information.
Tues., jan. 12
8 a.m.: People of Color Network, Positive 
Black Women host Conversations for 
Change. 2270 KC. Call x13296 for more 
information.
11 a.m.: Health and Wellness hosts informa-
tion tables. Lobby, CHS. Call x12215 for 
more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Divorce 
Support Group. 2264 KC. Register at 
www.gvsu.edu/seminar .
Wed., jan. 13
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop, 
“Break Your Food Addictions.” 303C DEV. 
Register at www.gvsu.edu/seminar .
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. “Time Management,” by Brandon 
Kerkstra. 2266 KC. Register at www.gvsu.
edu/seminar .
Thurs., jan. 14
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop, 
“Break Your Food Addictions.” 1104 KC. 
Register at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.
5 p.m.: Reception for Enduring Traditions. 
Art Gallery, PAC. Call x12563 for more 
information.
Fri., jan. 15
8 a.m.: Vice Provost for Health hosts con-
ference, “Translating Interprofessional 
Education Principles into Practice.” 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x15960 
for more information.
Sports
Mon., jan. 11
6 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts Ferris State.
8 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Ferris State.
Fri., jan. 15
4 p.m.: Track and Field hosts Mike Lints 
Open.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Jonathan White, professor of interdisciplinary 
studies and executive director of the Homeland 
Defense Initiative, was interviewed by WJR-
AM for a story about the attempted NWA/
Delta terrorist attack on Christmas Day. He was 
also interviewed by the London Daily Telegraph 
regarding the resurgent militia movement in 
the United States.
Deanna Morse, professor of communications, 
was interviewed by the Kalamazoo Gazette and 
WMUK for stories about her lecture presented 
at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts.
Grand Valley’s New Music Ensemble, directed 
and founded by Bill Ryan, was included in the 
Washington Post’s top 10 list of Best Classical 
Music of 2009 for their latest CD, “In C, 
Remixed.” Also, WYNC-FM’s “Soundcheck” 
listed the ensemble’s “Music for 18 Musicians,” 
as one of the Five Best Classical CDs of the 
Decade. 
Sketches
Erik Nordman, assistant professor of biol-
ogy, co-wrote an article, “Beliefs and Attitudes 
Toward Boating of Four Stakeholder Groups 
in the Saranac Lake Area,” published in the 
Adirondack Journal of Environmental Studies.
Steve Mattox, associate professor of geol-
ogy, wrote articles, “Visualizing the Impact of 
Burning Coal” and “The Importance of Poop 
(Coprolites)” published in the Michigan Science 
Teachers Association Journal. He also gave a 
presentation, “Adding High School Students to 
the Career Pipeline Using a Successful Model 
of Credit-By-Exam for Introductory Physical 
Geology,” at the Geological Society Of America 
National Meeting held in Portland, Oregon.
Donald A. Zinman, assistant professor of 
political science, gave a presentation, “The 
Heir Apparent Presidency of James Madison,” 
at the Annual Meeting of the Northeastern 
Political Science Association in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 
Danielle Wiese Leek, assistant profes-
sor of communications, gave a presenta-
tion, “Managing Transparency in the 
Obama Administration,” at the National 
Communication Association Annual 
Convention in Chicago.
Jennifer Wolter, adjunct assistant profes-
sor of Modern Languages and Literatures, 
wrote a chapter, “The Médan Group and the 
Campaign of Naturalism,” for a book, Models 
of Collaboration in Nineteenth-Century French 
Literature: Several Authors, One Pen.
Veta Smith Tucker, associate professor of 
English and director of Kutsche Office of Local 
History, received a grant from the Michigan 
Humanities Council to support production 
of a massive outdoor mural on a downtown 
Cassopolis building and a historical pamphlet. 
The mural and the pamphlet will chronicle the 
1847 Cass County raid on African American set-
tlers by Kentucky slaveholders.
David Kramer, underwriting representative 
for WGVU, was named board treasurer of 
the American Advertising Federation of West 
Michigan.
Linda L. Davis, visiting assistant professor 
of geology, gave presentations, “Clogging of 
the Southern Kent County Landfill Drainage 
System” and “How Old are the East-West 
Trending Dikes at Spanish Peaks, Colorado?” 
at the West Michigan Regional Undergraduate 
Science Research Conference.
Gerald DeHondt, assistant professor of com-
puting and information systems, and Paul 
Leidig, director and professor of computing 
and information systems, won the Best Paper 
Award at the 2009 Conference on Information 
Systems Applied Research in Washington, 
D.C., for “The Impact of Transition Costs on 
Offshore Systems Development.”
John Stevenson, interim dean of gradu-
ate studies, served as moderator for a panel, 
“Preparing for Accreditation at Master’s 
Focused Institutions: Assuring Efficiency 
and Value,” at the 49th Annual Meeting of 
Council of Graduate Schools in San Francisco, 
California.
News and Information Services received 
Ava Awards for “Around Grand Valley Tour” 
video, 2009 Commencement video, and 
2009 Convocation video. The awards are 
judged by the Association of Marketing and 
Communication Professionals.
